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The invaluable heritage that the Crusaders left after their invasion of
Middle East in the 11th century is marked in a beautiful “open-air
museum”. Founding of the Crusader (Latin) States in the Middle East and
their further empowerment at various historic periods had its inevitable
influence on the castles and fortresses of cultural and historic significance.
A great variety of monuments are preserved in the territories of modern
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria(1). In the present study four governorates of
Syria, namely the governorates of Tartus, Latakia, Hama and Homs are
identified, where castles and fortresses dating back to the period of
Crusades occur. In the present article are highlighted the castles and
fortresses somehow associated with the Ayyubids, Zangis and Mamluks,
where Arabic inscriptions left by various sultans can be found. Thus, the
historical period concerned covers also the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods
since it was them who successfully drove out the Crusaders from the East.

Tartus Governorate
¢ Arwad Island
The Island of Arwad with its fortress of strategic importance is the
first historic and cultural monument to be identified in Tartus Governorate
of Syria. The Crusaders took over the Island of Arwad during the First
140
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Crusade turning it into an important centre for garrisoning of armed forces
and storage of their main armoury. In 1302 the Mamluk Sultan Nasir
Muhammad ibn Qalawun took full control over the island. Interesting facts
about the conquest of Arwad Island by Mamluks and the epic naval battles
against the Crusaders are found in Al-Mansuri’s and Taghri Bardi’s1
chronicles. The fortress has an outer wall, a tower called square Ayyubid
tower, a coastal fortress, a Citadel and a mosque.

e Qalaat Yahmur

This Citadel known also as Chastel Rouge, was built during the
Crusader Period. In 1177 Raymond 111 of Tripoli granted the stronghold to
the Hospitallers, and later the castle fell under the control of Saladin and
from 1289 on, the Mamluk sultan Qalawun took over the mentioned
stronghold.

e Al-Ureyma Castle

Al-Ureyma Castle is considered to be one of the Crusader castles
taken over by Nur al- Din Zangi in 1166 and falling later into the
Crusaders’ hands. In 1271 it was captured by Mamluk Sultan Zahir
Baybars.

e Bourzey Castle

During the Crusades the castle was captured and further expanded by
the Crusaders. In 1188 in the result of a fierce battle Saladin took over the
sturdiest tower of the castle, the 7th tower, and then the entire Castle fell
under his control.

e Jableh

In 1108, the Crusaders took over the city of Jableh calling it Zepal and
it remained under their rule for 80 years. In 1188 Saladin conquered the
city and granted it to his son Al- Zahir Ghazi as part of the lands that were
under his possession. In 1207 the prince of Antioch conquered the city and
handed it over to the Crusaders. As many other Mediterranean cities,
Jableh prospered and expanded under the Crusader rule. From 1284-1516
the city was under the control of Mamluks of Hama.

18-15 a 1974 Cism haygms (G sl s g2 cadalis o ST
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e Burj Safita

According to the historical chronicles, the Crusaders reconstructed the
tower after the earthquake of 1170, since it was considered an important
strategic hub. The armies of enemies stretching for kilometres could be
seen from the top of the Tower, as well as fire signals could be sent to
Qalaat Yahmur, al-Ureyma towers, and the citadels of Um Hosh and Uleiga
for long-distance communication. In 1172 Nur ad-Din, atabeg of Aleppo,
secured his hold on Safita Tower after defeating Raymond Il of Tripoli.
During the Ayyubid period, namely in 1188, Saladin reconstructed it a new.

¢ Al- Margab Castle

The historians do not mention any exact date of construction of the
castle, however it is supposed to be built in 1062 by Arabs. In 1117 it fell
under the control of Roger of Antioch and it remained under the
uninterrupted rule of the Crusaders until 1285. The devastating earthquake
of 1170 destroyed certain parts of the castle, however it was reconstructed
and fortified by the Crusaders ensuring better defence of the castle. It was
so well-fortified that neither sultan Zahir Baybars in 1271, nor the ruler of
Hosni Castle al-Tappakh in 1281 succeeded in capturing it. According to
the historian Al- Mansuri, in 1285 Sultan Qalawun leading large armed
forces and equipped with the most up-to-date weapons of the time, such as
heated oil, stone-throwing machines (catapults) succeeded in taking over
the tower. After a 35 day siege, the Crusaders surrendered the castle in
despair, being allowed to leave it with all their belongings and part of the
gold they possessed 2. Thus, after 165 years of the Crusader rule, the Castle
was recaptured by Arabs. A marble plaque on the southern tower of the
Castle with the following inscription is found: “The castle was captured
and rebuilt by sultan Qalawun, in AH 684”.

Governorate of Latakia
e The Citadel of Sadne or Salah Ed-Din
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The Citadel of Salah Ed-Din also known as Saladin Castle is the only
historical and cultural monument preserved in the territory of the
Governorate of Latakia. The citadel is considered to be the most beautiful
and important citadel rebuilt by the Crusaders. In 1119 the castle fell into
the hands of Robert the Leprous of Sabne. It was called after him and
became known as Sadne Citadel. In 1118 after hurling stones with stone-
throwing machines (catapults) at the castle for three days
Saladin conquered the citadel. During the period of Mamluk rule sultan
Zahir Baybars captured the citadel 3, and in 1285 Sultan Qalawun made it a
part of the province of Tripoli. The Citadel remained under the control of
Mamluks until 15th century.

Governorate of Hama
e Shaizar Citadel
As the historical chronicles testify the Citadel of Shaizar was under
the fatiminian rule for 30 years. The earthquake of 1170 severely damaged
the Citadel and later it was reconstructed by Saladin and his successors.
Here, we also find an inscription in Arabic, stating that the city gate was
built by Sultan Qalawun in 1290.

e Masyaf Castle

The Citadel had a role of strategic importance, especially during the
Crusades. The castle was captured by the Crusaders in 1103, during the
invasion of Raymond de Saint-Gilles' of Tripoli and it remained under their
control until 1143. Saladin took over the castle in 1176. The Mamluk
Sultan Zahir Baybars seized the castle after the severe Battle of Ain
Jalut and made it a part of Mamluk territories 4.
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Homs Governorate

e Al-Hosn Castle

Al-Hosn Castle known also as Hisn al Akrad, is one of the most
beautiful and strongest constructions left by the Crusaders in the territory of
Syria as a trace of their cultural heritage. After the Crusader conquest of
Antioch in 1098, they headed to the city of Homs, and after several
attempts managed to conquer it in 1110. It was of key strategic importance,
since the castle was sited on the only mountain pass that was connecting
the Mountain belt of Latakia with the Lebanon mountain range. The
Crusaders rebuilt the constructions of the citadel fortifying them with
additional defensive constructions, with a capacity of garrisoning around
4000 soldiers and sufficing all their needs thus enabling the latter to
conduct self-defence battles for a period of 1 year without any additional
outside support. Nur al Din Zangi in 1163, and Saladin in 1188 made
several attempts to capture the castle but they failed. One hundred years
ago, i.e. in 1260-1266 Zahir Baybars, conquering Damascus and Aleppo, as
well the citadels of Qaraq (in 1264), Caesarea (1265), Arsuf (1265), Safed
(1266), Jaffa (1268) and Shkeik Arnun5 invaded the castle of Al-Hosn in
1271. After hurling stones at the castle with a large number of stone-
throwing machines (catapults), he successfully captured it. On the outer
walls of the castle two engravings of lions and three lines of Arabic
inscriptions stating that the Castle was rebuilt by Sultan Zahir Baybars in
1272 occur. Here can be found also another inscription in Arabic, stating
that al-Said Barakah, son of Zahir Baybars had joined his father in the
battle for the castle.

In conclusion, we are pleased to state that during the Crusade rule,
cities of the Mediterranean Sea prospered, the trade developed, and the
urban population grew richer, their living standards improved, as a result
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various new public buildings and estates were built. Studying the cultural
and historic monuments preserved in the above-presented governorates of
Syria, architectural elements characteristic to the periods of Greek, Roman,
Byzantine and Arab rule can be found. It is true that these beautiful castles
and citadels in various periods have fallen into the hands of different
political powers and unions, however, these monuments became known in
the history as Crusader monuments, since they took special care of these
constructions. The mentioned monuments were reconstructed and expanded
in line with European values, and thus have been maintained as part of the
Crusader cultural heritage till to date.
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Knrouesvle cnosa: xynomypHoe Hacneoue, Cupuiickue nposuHyul,

KPEeCmOHOCYbl, Nepuod Kpecmosbix hnoxo008, 3eneudvl, Autirooumol,
Mammoxu, 3amKu, Kpenocmu.

B nanHOM wWccienoBaHWM OBUTH BBIJICICHBI YETHIpE CHPUHCKUX
nposuHuy: Taptyc, Jlatakus, Xamma u XoMc, B KOTOPBIX COXPaHUINUCH
3aMKH{ U KPEMOCTH BPEMEH KPECTOBBIX IMOXO0JIOB, MMEIONIUE UCTOPUIECKOE
3HAQUYEHHE U LICHHOCTh. BBIIM paccMOTpEHBI T€ 3aMKU U KPENOCTH, KOTOPbIE
B TOH WJIM MHOW CTEMeHH ObUIM CBS3aHBI ¢ AliiitoOutamu, MamiIrokaMu u
3eHrugaMmy, rA€ MOXKHO BCTPETUTh IHCbMEHHBIE CBHUAETEIBCTBA HA
apaOCKOM, OCTaBIIEHHbIE pa3HBIMH mpaBuTelnssMu. CleqoBaTenbHoO,
paccMaTpuBaeMbIil B CTaThE BPEMEHHOW TEpPHOJ BKIIIOYAET B ceOs TakKe
SMOXMW TMpaBieHus AWHIOOMAOB W MamilloKOB, TaKk Kak HMMEHHO
MOCJICAHUMH U OBbLIIM OKOHYATEIBHO BBIBOPEHBI KPECTOHOCIBI ¢ BocToka.
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