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D igital technologies are great tools for helping students learn and it is believed that
using technologies is the future of education system. Any tool that can increase

students’ access to the language will contribute greatly to their progress. Some such effec-
tive educational tools that are quickly becoming powerful and popular are tablet devices.
The present paper focuses on the reasons, benefits and some effective uses of tablet devices
in the foreign language classroom, viewed from both students’ and teachers’ perspectives.  
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Introduction

We live in a world which is continually evolving and rapidly transforming and it has
become generally accepted that methods of teaching should change to satisfy the needs
of the progressing world. Nowadays it is impossible to get along without modern tech-
nologies. Interactive technologies have an importance for everyone concerned in lan-
guage teaching and learning. They can change the way that learning takes place making
it more engaging and memorable. Among such effective educational tools that are quick-
ly becoming powerful and popular, especially with young learners, are the tablet devices.
It is firmly believed that they can go a long way in improving education efficiency and
standards.

Why do We Need to Use Tablets in Language Teaching?

There are a number of reasons why tablets should be used in language teaching. First of
all, tablets are popular among students. Learners have genuine interest in technology and
are especially attracted to tablets. The students today are members of the generation known
as “digital natives” (Prensky 2001). They’ve grown up with technology. Far more than
older generations (known as “digital immigrants”), they understand how computers can be
used for finding information and school administrators have to take advantage of this
predilection to help boost students’ ability to master new subjects. They can find a lot of
interesting information and educational games there. Students spend hours on technologies,
so why not use this opportunity and engage them through their favorite medium and com-
bine both learning and pleasure. Secondly, tablets bring education to life by providing end-
less access to valuable information which previously was only available in printed format.
They hit the sweet spot between a computer and a piece of paper, which is the biggest rea-
son it has become a staple in the classroom. They help tear down classroom walls and allow
students to broaden their learning opportunities. Another reason why tablets should be used
in language teaching is that it allows integrating the four language skills: reading, writing,
speaking and listening. It also engages the key components for learning, which are active
engagement, participation in groups, interaction, feedback and connection to real world.
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Besides, tablets are portable devices, thus they can be put in a bag or just held in hand.
Students can take one with them everywhere and use it whenever needed. Another chal-
lenge is to use tablets to increase the effectiveness of the process of teaching and learning,
thus facilitating both the teachers’ and students’ work.

Tablets as a Tool

Tablets can be a useful tool for both a teacher and a student from 2 perspectives: orga-
nizational and teaching/learning.

With the help of tablets teachers can do some administrative work in class, such as:
- marking the absentees. With the help of tablets this task is much easier as a teacher

can just see the photos of the students on the screen of the device. If the students do not
switch on their devices and do not participate, they will be considered absent.

- keeping record of the learners’ performance. This will also be transparent for authori-
ties of educational institutions, who will have access to this register.

- getting in touch with parents of younger learners. They may notify parents what their
children do in class and how they succeed in learning. 

In terms of teaching with the help of tablets teachers can: plan their lessons; search for
web-based teaching materials; make use of web-based ready-made tests; develop language
tests with the help of on-line programs; share materials with their students and other teach-
ers; etc.

In terms of lesson organization students can: organize their lessons with the help of
tablets without putting notes on different sheets of paper; make use of ihomework program.
It has calendar feature and students can see all their assignments and quizzes, on the right
side of the screen they can find their readings, reminders as well as assignments; share doc-
uments with peers and with their teacher.

With regard to learning students can develop all of the four language skills by reading
texts, listening to recordings, communicating with peers both in writing and orally. 

What Features of Tablets Can be Used in Class?

Some of the useful features of tablet devices that can effectively be used in class are
the following: Search feature – sometimes the teacher needs to explain something from
quite different books and in order not to waste time on finding, opening and showing the
picture or a grammar rule in a book, students can just type a certain word and find the
needed information or paragraph. IOS operation system (for Apple) – iCloud keeps the
tabs open in Safari up to date on your iPad, iPhone, iPod touch, and Mac. So it is possi-
ble to go from one device to the next and pick up browsing wherever you left off. Safari
also saves web pages – not just links – in a user’s Reading List, so it helps get caught up
on any device, even when the device is not connected to the Internet. The“Kindle” fea-
ture is a very easy and affordable way to have books on the goal. For example, one can
not only read something on the screen of iPad but also there is a so called “search fea-
ture” where a certain word can be typed and then there are results where the necessary
paragraph can be chosen. “Popular highlights” feature enables one to see what other peo-
ple (students) found concerning the same subject. At the same time one can make notes
on the text if s/he needs to remember something. When one needs to highlight something
with some color, s/he should only slide his/her finger, it is called “highlight pen”. Camera
feature allows taking snaps and videos in class. One can make a video of a lesson instead
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of making notes, photocopy educational materials, etc. If a student has forgotten his/her
textbook, s/he can take a photograph of the relevant page. The calendar feature is also a
productive tool that allows setting deadlines for assignments and reminds to rehearse
materials.

What are the Benefits that Tablets Can Bring to Class?

Tablets will save educational institutions, teachers and parents money and time with
the ability to use free online materials. Teachers in their turn don’t need to spend much
time on searching curriculum resources. They can facilitate teacher’s work. Teachers have
to juggle variety of tasks including planning lessons. They can help themselves with quick
online tests so the students can instantly see their performance.  Another benefit of the use
of tablets is that they can motivate students by providing incentives like games to keep
them progressing. They also make it possible to provide immediate feedback: children
would submit their work and a few days later teachers would give it back and would go
over it. Delay means that they have often forgotten what they have written or why they
chose to write it like that. With tablets they can receive immediate feedback from interac-
tive tools and quizzes which means they can find out straight away if they have got some-
thing wrong. Tablets also provide access to web-based educational resources (e.g. online
dictionaries, ebooks, with the help of which students can read whatever they want with-
out going to the library and wasting time. eBooks allow students to find a phrase or a def-
inition of any word in a book. But we don’t see this sort of technology as a threat to the
‘real book’. People will always read printed books, this just allows people greater flexi-
bility which has definitely changed the way of teaching. Tablets contribute to career
preparation, since using new technologies allows students to learn new skills sets which
will help them in the marketplace as there are many jobs that need basic computer skills.
They provide flexibility by giving equal opportunities to students: they have a chance to
work with the same materials, but at their own pace and improve their scores. They can
also easily rearrange the seats in the classroom if needed.  Tablets help to remove obsta-
cles in class: if there are students with trouble of hearing, using a classroom amplifier sys-
tem can allow teachers to amplify their voices and speak at a comfortable level.  Students
with poor eyesight have a chance to magnify the font size of the text on the tablet screen.
Tablets can help students overcome barriers quickly by removing frustration and negative
feelings or emotions. And finally tablets go a long way in promoting autonomous learn-
ing, which in its turn helps shift traditional learning model to the flipped one. In this case
learners learn more by themselves than with a teacher. They don’t rely heavily on the
teacher. The teacher transforms his/her role from a director to coordinator. Flipped learn-
ing allows time for more classroom discussions, exploration, hands-on activities and
cooperative learning. As opposed to the traditional learning model: Presentation (in class)
– Practice (at home) – Evaluation (in class), the flipped learning model suggests:
Presentation (at home) – Practice (in class) – Evaluation (at home or in class). It allows
transforming the traditional teacher-led classroom to a teacher-guided one.
(<ctl.utexas.edu/teaching/flipping-a-class>)

Concerns and Solutions about the Use of Tablets in Class

There is an anxiety that introduction of tools like tablets in teaching will affect students’
handwriting, as students are used to tapping on the screen in order to write something.
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However, this problem can be fixed with the help of a special program available in most
tablets and a special pen (much like an ordinary one): students can write on the screen of
tablets and develop their handwriting. Of course, worksheets are also used in class as
today’s students still appreciate contact with paper. They all have textbooks and exercise
books. So, they can also write on ordinary paper. Tablets can be used as an extra tool, they
do not replace printed materials. The teachers are not ready to let go of the traditional style
of teaching. We have welcomed tablets in so much as they help communication and widen
the resources available. Students still value their exercise books and rely on them. Another
concern about the use of tablets is that you can never know when the device will go wrong,
as we can never foresee it.  So in many educational institutions there exist special labs that
are used to fix them as soon as possible. And in order not to lose the information in tablets
it should be kept on hard disc or in the internet. The cost of tablets is also an issue.
Nowadays not every family can afford to purchase one.  

Sometimes pupils being interested in technology and knowing all the possible use of it
can make them distract attention from the lesson and begin playing interactive games, let
alone cheating. To avoid it teachers should stay in control of their classroom and see exact-
ly what students are doing on the devices. Lack of technological knowledge of teachers is
another issue. Actually students nowadays know more about technology than teachers do.
So teachers can make the best use of it and ask students for help in technical issues.
Teachers need proper training to use these tablets as technical educational tools. So, spe-
cial teacher training classes should be organized for teachers to develop their technological
knowledge for further effective teaching.)

Conclusion

Using technologies is the future of education system. In order to create a better educa-
tional system, we must revisit the purpose of education. Educational institutions need to
prepare students for a life in which twenty-first century skills of digital literacy and inven-
tive thinking are more important than memorization of dates and names. They are to con-
sider how teaching tools can equip individuals with the necessary knowledge to better
themselves, to create a more egalitarian society, and thus to prepare the citizens of tomor-
row for the inevitable challenges they are likely to encounter with. “Teachers will not be
replaced by technology but teachers who don`t use technology will be replaced by those
who do.” (Sherl Wessbrown Beach)
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äÉ³Ýß»ïÁ áñå»ë É»½íÇ áõëáõóÙ³Ý ³ñ¹áõÝ³í»ï ÙÇçáó

Ü»ñ Ï³ ÛáõÙë Ãí³ ÛÇÝ ï»Ë Ýá Éá ·Ç³ Ý» ñÁ Ýß³ Ý³ Ï³ ÉÇ ¹»ñ áõ Ý»Ý ¹³ ë³ í³Ý¹ Ù³Ý
·áñ ÍÁÝ Ã³ó ùáõÙ, Ñ»ï¨³ μ³ñ ¹ñ³Ýù ÏñÃ³ Ï³Ý Ñ³ Ù³ Ï³ñ ·Ç ³Ý μ³ Å³ Ý» ÉÇ Ù³ ëÁ
å»ïù ¿ Ï³½ Ù»Ý: Ðá¹ í³ÍÝ ³Ý¹ ñ³ ¹³é ÝáõÙ ¿ ÝÙ³Ý ï»Ë Ýá Éá ·Ç³ Ý» ñÇó Ù» ÏÇÝª åÉ³Ý -
ß» ïÇÝ, á ñÁ Ñ»ï½ Ñ» ï» ³ í» ÉÇ áõ ³ í» ÉÇ É³ÛÝ ÏÇ ñ³ éáõÃ ÛáõÝ ¿ ·ïÝáõÙ ÇÝã å»ë Ù»ñ ³ -
éûñ Û³ ÏÛ³Ý ùáõÙ, ³ÛÝ å»ë ¿É ¹³ ë³ í³Ý¹ Ù³Ý Ù»çª μ³ñÓ ñ³ó Ý» Éáí áõ ëáõó Ù³Ý ³ñ¹ Ûáõ -
Ý³ í» ïáõÃ Ûáõ ÝÁ: Ðá¹ í³ ÍáõÙ ùÝÝáõÃ Û³Ý »Ý »Ý Ã³ñÏ íáõÙ û ï³ñ É»½ íÇ ¹³ ë³ í³Ý¹ Ù³Ý
Å³ Ù³ Ý³Ï åÉ³Ý ß» ïÇ ³ñ¹ Ûáõ Ý³ í»ï û· ï³ ·áñÍ Ù³Ý á ñáß ÙÇ çáó Ý»ñ, á ñáÝù ¹Ç ï³ñÏ -
íáõÙ »Ý ÇÝã å»ë áõ ë³ ÝáÕ Ý» ñÇ, ³ÛÝ å»ë ¿É ¹³ ë³ í³Ý ¹áÕ Ý» ñÇ ï» ë³ÝÏ Ûáõ ÝÇó:  

Ïëàíøåò - êàê ýôôåêòèâíîå ñðåäñòâî îáó÷åíèÿ

Â íàñòîÿ ùåå âðå ìÿ öèô ðî âûå òåõ íî ëî ãèè èã ðàþò âàæ íóþ ðîëü â ïðî öåñ ñå îáó ÷å íèÿ,
ïîý òî ìó îíè äîëæ íû ñòàòü íåîòúåì ëå ìîé ÷àñòüþ ñèñòå ìû îá ðà çî âà íèÿ. Ñòàòüÿ ïîñ âÿ -
ùå íà îä íîé èç òà êèõ òåõ íî ëî ãèé,   êî òî ðàÿ  âñå áî ëåå øè ðî êî ïðè ìå íÿåò ñÿ êàê â íà øåé
ïîâ ñåä íåâ íîé æèç íè, òàê è â îáó ÷å íèè, ïî âû øàÿ  ýô ôåê òèâ íîñòü ïîñ ëåä íå ãî. Â ñòàòüå
ðàññ ìàò ðè âàþò ñÿ  íå êî òî ðûå ýô ôåê òèâ íûå ìå òî äû  èñ ïîëü çî âà íèÿ ïëàí øåò íûõ óñò -
ðîéñòâ â ïðå ïî äà âà íèè èíîñò ðàí íûõ ÿçû êîâ, êàê ñ òî÷ êè çðå íèÿ ñòó äåí òîâ, òàê è ïðå ïî -
äà âà òå ëåé.
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