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The present study concerns a very important sector of Armenian-
Egyptian history in the middle ages and makes an attempt to highlight
Armenian-Egyptian intercultural relations and reflects upon the
Armenian factor in medieval Egypt. The intercultural communication
resulted in a unique dialogue between Fatimid caliphs and Armenian
politicians. That intercourse through a dialogue provided the latter with
the opportunity to manage the state apparatus and to implement a
number of reforms. Armenian influential viziers serving in Fatimid’s
caliphate were given such high titles, which had not been granted to
anyone before.

A reference is also made on Armenian-Egyptian religious sphere;
on the city of Jerusalem as a crossroad of cultures and religions, which
has always been and still is considered a major center for intercultural
and inter-religious relations, and where the Armenian community with
its churches, schools and other cultural center was formed.

A reference is made also to the Mamluk Burji era, when the
country was in dire economic and political situation and full of
oppressions, still spiritual and cultural values were under consideration
by the Armenians. Therefore, the mosques, Armenian schools and
churches built by Armenians in well-known neighborhoods in Cairo are
also mentioned.

Currently, Egypt has a rich Armenian cultural heritage, an
Armenian exemplary community, which is mainly located in the cities
of Cairo and Alexandria. The community is active in various spheres,
has a very rich experience in cross cultural communication and
religious-cultural issues, and by its huge potential is able to solve the
problems facing it. One of the great achievements for the Armenian
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community is the Armenian research study center, opened in Cairo
University in 2008, where so far five international conferences have
been held, which have had a great impact on the development of
Armenian studies and on the recognition of Armenian Genocide. One
could confirm that in Cairo University, which has over 250 thousand
students, the establishment and activities of the Armenian studies
research center testimonies the exclusive nature of intercultural
communication between the two nations.

Talking about the value systems, intercultural communication and
current Armenian-Egyptian friendly relations, editor of “Arev”
newspaper Dr. Imam Mohammed Rifat's work in Egypt and beyond
deserves special consideration. The monthly newspaper in the Arabic
language edited by him enjoys a big prestige and popularity not only in
Egypt but also throughout the Arab world. A number of books and
monographs about Egyptian Armenians, the history of Armenia and
Armenian Genocide belong to his pen.
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