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Khalkhal dialect belongs to the north-western group of Iranian
languages. It is spread in Northern Iran, Ardabil State. It is one of
the dialects in Aturpatakan which are considered to be continuers
of local language. Before another Iranian language was spoken
there, known as Azari language. It was a spoken language before
the turkification of these territories.

By the way, turkification concerns only the language, as there
were no ethnic movements or any big cataclysms, like genocide or
ethnic migration in the mentioned area.

The demographic picture of Aturpatakan changed concerning
only the language, and there were no other changes in the field of
anthropology, culture or belief. The process of turkification,
according to historical sources, was a smooth one, as there were a
few waves of Turkish speaking conquerors’ penetration. The latter
ones were a small percent in the population, in spite of it they
were the military force of the region and administrative
structures. So, there was a military hierarchy and the Turkish
languages were considered to be “prestigious”.

Although the administrative language was Persian, the
language of Turkic elements became dominant and gradually
forced out, though not completely, the indigenous Iranian
language.

Till now in Aturpatakan there remain some islets of local old
Iranian language remnants. They are spoken in Karingan and
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Kalasur, Harzand villages, Qazvin , Khoyin, Khajal, Kahlkhal and
other place. Khalkhal dialect is studied less than other ones may
be because of the lack of the material.

Here we will discuss some linguistic peculiarities and
commonalities between Khalkhal dialect and Aturpatakan Old
Iranian language. Of course, not all points can be mentioned now
and only some important ones will be discussed.

1. Phonetical peculiarities and commonalities

a. There are some examples of turning *x- and xw- to h- in
Adari, which can be found in Kajali (hardan “to eat”,
hdra “donkey”, heriar “customer”, howlig “sister”)!, and sporadic
in some Khalkhal dialects. For example.

e harda “he is eating”, Old Iran *xwar “to eat, to drink™,
Parth. xwartan?, (xvartik, compare Arm. xortik “dish™, Pers.
xurdan (xwardan), Kurd. xwardin. In Khalkhal dialect this
transition is seen in south-eastern regions, in Sal and
Gilavan (cf. Gil. hardan “to eat”).

e hizdan “to want” < Old. Iran *xwdz-, Parth. wxdz-, wxast,
Pers. xastan (xwastan)®, Kurd. xwastin, etc. This word is
found in Gilavan dialect, cf. hazs “he wants”.

e There are a few lexemes in Gilavan and Sal dialects, which
express the same phonetical rule. Though there is no
evidence of those words in Adari, we can reconstruct them
according to known linguistic rules. For example, hav
“sister” (Zonhav “sister in law”) < Old. Iran. *xwahar-¢, Pers.

! Yarshater E., AZERBAIJAN VII. The Iranian Lenguage of Azerbaijan,
Enciclopaedia Iranica, vol, III, New York, 1988, p. 240.
2 Bartholomae Ch., Altiranisches Worterbuch, Berlin, 1904, s. 1865.
3 Horn P., Grundirss der Neupersische Etymologie, Strassburg, 1893, s.112.
¢ Ulwnjul 2., 2uybpkl wpdunwlwt pupwpub, h. I, Gplwb, 1973, te
412a.
5> Yarshater E., ibid.
6 Horn P., idem, s.111.
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xahar (xwahar), Kurd. xuh, xusk, handan «to read» < Parth.
xwantan, cf, Avest. xwan-’, Kurd. xwandin, xundin, oss.
xonun, etc.

¢ On the other hand *x-, *xw- in the beginning of the word
not always turns to h- in Adari. Even in above mentioned
words, particularly in “sister” and “to eat” we can see *x-. It
once again comes to prove that Adari was not a unique and
canonised, but a group of dialects, which had varieties
among the dialects. It is preserved till now in dialect islets
in Aturpatakan. In Askestan, Asbii, Kuliir, Diz, Karin, and
Lerd dialects we have xordan (xwardan), xandan (xwdndan),
xdhar (xwahar).

b. Preservation of Old Iran. initial *v-.

Old Iran *-v- is preserved in almost all New Azari dialects,

except some peripheral dialects.

e Adari vin “to see” < Old Iran. *waina®, Avest. vaéna’®, Pers.
bin (didan), cf. vindan in some Khalkhal dialects— Kular,
Sal, Karin, Lerd, and vindon in Askestan, Asbi and Derav.

e Adari va “wind” < Old Iran. *wata “wind”1°, Pers. bad, Kurd.
ba. The same is found not only in Khalkhal, but also in the
other New Azari dialects (Harzand— vor). For example, in
Askestan, Asbi, Derav, Kulir, Sal and Diz we have v4, and
in Gilavan, Karin and Lerd—var (here Old Iran. intervocalic
*-t-, according to rotacism, typically to Kaspian and north-
western languages, turned to -r- and, in the contrary to
most of Khalkhal regon dialects, in the result of loss of the
stress is not lost and expresses a more archaic form.

7 Justi Fr., Handbuch der Zendsprache, Leipzig, 1864, s.94.
8 Bartholomae Chr., idem, s. 1323.
9 Justi Fr., idem, s. 259.
10 Bartholomae Chr., idem, s. 1407.
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e [Initial v- had a very interesting development in the Iranian
word for spring. Not all Khalkhal dialects have preserved
the Adari form vehdr < Old Iran. *wahadr < Jura-vahara-!!
Parth. vahar'?, Pers. Bahar, etc. Initial v- is preserved in
Askestan, Asbi, Derav, Kuldr, Sal and Gilavan dialects, see
vahar/vaohar. Another example is vahar “snow” in Lerd
dialect. It goes back to Old Iran. *wafra-® , Parth. vaftr,
Kurd. vafr, Afgh. vavra, Pers. barf¥. But in the same Lerd
dialect we see a deviation from this panazarian rule and
some south-west Iranian characteristics, cf. Lerd bdhar,
Pers. bahar. It once again proves that the Old Iranian
language of Aturpatakan was not homogeneous.

c. Preservation of Old Iran. initial *y-.

e Preservation of Old Iran. initial *y- in Khalkhal dialect, as in
all cases, is not systematic and has local or interdialectical
varieties. Sometimes, especially in peripheral dialects this
phoneme does not obey the common rule.

e In Khalkhal dialect we have you/yav/yo “barley” < Old Iran.
*yava-'%, Parth. yav, Kurd. je, jou, Oss. you, ydu, yeu, Beluj.
jO, jav, Pers. jou's, etc.

e In the contrary to barley, which has no evidence in Adari
manuscripts, the word yuvan “young” (< Parth. yuvan?,

11 Bartholomae Chr., idem, s. 1348; Hiibschmann H., Armenische Grammatik,
Strasburg, 1897, s. 57.
12 MacKenzi D.N., A Concise Pahlavi Dictionary, London, 1986, p. 48; Durkin-
Meisterernst, Dictionary of Manichean Middle Persian, Brepols, 2004, 206b.
13 Bartholomae Chr., idem, s. 1347.
14 Horn P., idem, s. 47.
15 Bartholomae Chr., idem, s. 1265.
16 Horn P., idem, s. 96.
17 Mackenzi D.N., A Concise Pahlavi Dictionary, London, 1986, p. 78.
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Avest. yavan-8, cf. Pers., Afgh., Beluj. javan, Kurd. juvan,) is
found in different sources. In Gilavan dialect also this word
has the form yuvan.

2. Some grammatical commonalities

We have some survivals of Old Iranian language of
Aturpatakan, called Fahlawi (al-fahlawiya) “pertaining to Fahla”.
Because of the lack of material it is difficult to compare the Old
Iranian language of Aturpatakan and New Azari dialects.
However, on the base of Shaikh Safi-al-din’s dobaytis, we will try
to make parallels between Aturpatakan Old language and
Khalkhal dialect group.

One of the most important commonalities is the construction
of present stem form of *kar- “to do”"°.

According to Paul Tedesco?, one of the most significant
features for differentiation between north-western and south-
western Iranian dialects is the construction of present stem of
*kar- “to do™.

In the dialects of south-western group we have infix *-nu-(*-
naw), added to root, and the root has no modification. And this
word reflects a zero grade root - cf. Pahl. kun-ém,? Pers. kun-am
< Old Iran. *kr-naw-ami?.

18 Justi Fr., idem, s. 244b.
9 OmsIT I/ICTOPI/IKO—TI/IHOJIOI'I/I‘{ECKOI'O HCCIeJOBAaHUA I/IpaHCKI/IX SA3BIKOB, T. 2, M.,
1975, c. 263.
20 Cf. Tedesco P., Dialectologie der Westiranisches Turfantexte - Mo, 1921, vol.
XV, fasc. 1-2.
! Windfuhr G., Dialectology and Topics. The Iranian Languages, G. Windfuhr
(ed.), London: Routledge, 2010, p. 35.
2 Nyberg H. S., A Manual of Pahlavi, Part 2: Glossary. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz,
1974, p. 78.
23 Bartholomae Chr., idem, s. 469.
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North-Western dialects make this form without infix *-nu- (cf.
Parth. kar-em «I do», Kurd. di-kim, Azar. kar- < Old Iran. *kar-
ami. This construction is also found in Khalkhal dialects and is
used up to nowadays (cf. az kara sun “I am going”, where az means
“I” (< Old Iran. *adam), kora-“to do”*, and sun—"“to go” (< Old
Pers. asiyava “he went”, cf. Arm. ¢u, etc.).

So, we can come to a conclusion that Khalkhal dialect has
several phonetical and grammatical regularities, common with old
Iranian language of Aturpatakan. And there can be no other way,
as all New Azari dialects, spread in historical Aturpatakan area,
are the continuers of indigenous Old Iranian language.

kULuULP APULPUNL NPNBU USAPMUSULULP
hfULULUL L6224 TUrNhrLULN
Uhwpnt Hwpnwiyw

(wdthnthnud)

vwjluwh puppunp yuunjuind £ hpubwlwb (Egniubph
hjntuhuwpbdnwhpwbwut jupdphtt b nmupwsdws k Znrup-
uughtt bpubinud Upnuiph) twhwignid: uguwh puppunp
Ukt £ Unpyuunwlwih wji puppuntphg, npnup hwbnh-
uwtunid ku mbnh pupl (kqyh pupnittwlynnp: Uhty wyr, Pputh
hjntuhu-wplbdninpt pungpliny mwpwspubtpnid junuyky L h-
puuwlut UEY wy) 1kqyny, npp ghnnwljut gpujutinipjut Uty

24 The stem kar- in the Tatic group has few meaning. The first one is a “to do”,
the second - “Haus” ( < Old Iran. *kata- < Parth. katak < N. Pers. kad ) and the
third is the form of the Present Continuous. kar- (cf. “OcHoBBI MpaHCKOrO
SI3BIKO3HAHMA: HOBOMPAHCKUe s3biku , CeBepo-3amazHas rpynma, Momxkano B.,
Pacropryesa B., nctutyT sssiko3Hanus, Axagemus Hayk CCCP, Mucruryr
sI3bIKO3HAHMA, Poccuiickas axazemus Hayk, Mocksa 1991, ¢.92): In the
mentioned example the stem kar- used in two meaning- as a haus and as form
of the Present Continuous.
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huwyjinth £ wquph wijuinudny. wyu (kgnit pnuwlguljui £
tEnt] dhtsh wyn opowbiph pynippugnidp: Unpyuwnwlwuh
dnnnpugpuijut yunlbpp hnhnjunpjut tEipwupltp
Uhuhwyt 1kqyh wpnudny b, pun knipjul, sh onputhl) ptwly-
snipjut dwppupwbwlub, dowlnipughtt b hngunp YEpuyuw-
nht ytpwpbkpnn npnpunubkp: Gnippugdwut gnpépupwgp, nu-
nkn] wuwndwlwh wnpmpibphg, pipugh] t uwhmb' wwy-
dwbtwynpywé pinippuibqnt twdnnutph pwthwtgdwu dh
pwith whputpny:

Ujuntn wquph (Ekqyph htwn hwdbdwnwlwt putnipjut
Eup bupwplb] ubpluynidu Upnwph; twhwugh vwjjuwih
opowth funujwséputphg npny pwpwihtt b pEkpuwljwbwlui
tdnipubp, npnup 2013 p. hniyhu-ognuninu wdhubphtt Yu-
nwpws nuonuwjhtt wpjnwwipubpnh wpnyniupnid hwdupyty
kb Ubp Ynnuhg: buly mquiph 1kquh punpwdptppp Jtpgpt) tup
Chjju Uwdh wr thuh dhty wydd wwhwywiudws $pwhjuydhjupe-
bphg:
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